
Ignite! 3 Month Placements 2020/2021 
 
Ignite! is a small Nottingham-based charity which promotes creativity in learning, 
particularly in STEM subjects. We deliver projects with schools, youth groups and 
communities to engage people with science subjects in a creative way. We are a 
friendly three-person team based in a small office in Nottingham city centre. We 
exist in partnerships, working with the universities, city council, cultural 
organisations, schools, charities, creative practitioners and scientists to deliver our 
programme.  
 
We are looking for two PhD students to join our team on two separate projects. 
Please visit our website (www.ignitefutures.org.uk) for more information. 
 
Lab_13 Scientist in Residence  
 
Lab_13 is one of Ignite!’s flagship projects, which we started in 2009. Lab_13 is a 
space in a school dedicated entirely to innovation, investigation and creativity; a 
space managed by young people; a space led by young people.  
 
Lab_13s are inspired by the Room 13 international network of art studios, set up in 
schools to allow children to explore their creativity by following their own rules. All 
our Lab_13s run externally from curriculum pressures and pupils investigate things 
that really matter to them, questions they’ve always wondered about and topics that 
affect their everyday lives.  
 
Lab_13s are run by a Student Management Team formed of pupils from the school, 
who have the responsibility to manage every aspect of the lab, including recruitment, 
experiments, resources, fundraising and communications. Each Lab_13 also has a 
‘Scientist in Residence’, who is not there to teach pupils science, but to teach pupils 
how to be scientists. They assist pupils with developing their questions into 
investigations, ensure pupils are conducting experiments safely and support the 
management team where needed.  
 
Ignite! now has three Lab_13s in Nottingham, one in Northamptonshire, one in 
London, three in Ghana and one in Finland. More information about Lab_13 is 
detailed in the Lab_13 handbook on the Ignite! website 
(www.ignitefutures.org.uk/lab13). Pupils from the Lab_13s write up their work on 
the Lab_13 blog, which can be found at www.lab13network.wordpress.com. 
 
We are looking for a new Scientist in Residence for two of our Lab_13s based in 
Nottingham primary schools.  The role will be split equally between two of the 
schools, and one day in our city-centre office. They will have access to a small budget 
to facilitate this work. Scientist in Residence will not be teaching science, but will be 
supporting pupils to develop an understanding of scientific methodology through 
undertaking investigations.  
 
The candidate should be confident in their generalist scientific knowledge, as well as 
their specific research interest and should be confident in contacting other scientists 
to provide particular expertise requested by the pupils. The candidate should be 
confident in working with primary aged pupils and be comfortable with children 

http://www.ignitefutures.org.uk/
http://www.ignitefutures.org.uk/lab13
http://www.lab13network.wordpress.com/


take the lead on the investigations. The candidate should therefore be quick thinking, 
creative and very adaptable. 
 
We are especially looking for a candidate for the Autumn term, but can be flexible 
with dates.  
 
If you are interested in this opportunity, please email Rick Hall with a CV and Cover 
Letter (rick@ignitefutures.org.uk). Feel free to drop Rick a line for more information 
before applying.  
 
 
Festival of Science and Curiosity Assistant Producer 
 
The Nottingham Festival of Science and Curiosity is a week-long event which takes 
STEM out of the lab and into the everyday lives of Nottingham citizens. The festival is 
about inviting the people of Nottingham to share not only what they know, but also 
what they would like to know; it’s about celebrating curiosity, asking questions and 
taking a leading role in finding out the answers. The festival has a unique ethos, 
which is all about working with communities, engaging people who wouldn’t usually 
think that science is for them, and taking scientists out of their comfort zone into 
venues they might not have previously considered.  
 
The festival is curated by Ignite!, but organized in partnership with over ten partners 
across the city. The 2020 festival reached an audience of over 10,000 people, with 
over 60 events in both Nottingham city and Nottinghamshire county. The 2021 
festival will take place 10-17 February 2021, but due to COVID-19, will look slightly 
different to previous festivals, utilising technology and creative solutions to 
overcome challenges presented by social distancing.  
 
The past three years we have had successful placements from PhD students who are 
interested in public engagement, event management, working with young people 
and communities and marketing.  
 
The role will depend on the availability of the candidate. Work between October and 
December is programming and developing festival content, contacting venues, 
liaising with sponsors and partners, creating marketing materials. From January to 
March, the role will be geared towards managing volunteers, liaising with the press, 
delivering marketing campaigns, delivering events and analysis of evaluation. We are 
open to determining the timescale of the internship in discussion with candidates.  
 
We’re looking for someone who clearly understands the ethos of the festival and has 
some experience in engaging communities with science. The candidate must be 
confident in working with external partners, should be enthusiastic about learning 
about this sector and keen to take the lead on certain projects. We’re looking for 
someone to put their own stamp on the festival, someone who is creative, 
independent and a ‘doer’.  
 
The assistant producer will be line managed by the Festival Producer and be based 
at Ignite!’s city centre offices, with remote working a possibility.  
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If you’re interested in this opportunity, please email Megan Shore with a CV and 
Cover Letter (megan@ignitefutures.org.uk). Feel free to drop Megan a line for more 
information before applying.  
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